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Abstract
Nearly 40 years after its discovery in the upper Midwest, the soybean cyst nematode (SCN) continues to be a
highly damaging pathogen of soybeans in Iowa and surrounding soybean-producing states. SCN is most
damaging in hot, dry growing seasons, but yield losses of 10% to 25% or more can occur in years when
temperatures are moderate and rainfall is average or above average. Growing SCN-resistant soybean varieties
can slow the build-up of SCN population densities (numbers) in the soil and produce profitable soybean
yields in SCN-infested fields.
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